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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 June 2003 
2a)H This action is FINAL. 2 b)D This action is non-final 

4) S Claim(s) land 3-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) M5 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IS Claim(s)i£5ai70li6 is/are allowed. 

6) K Claim(s) 3 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 
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9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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1 DD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by tne ^ ^ 
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1 • Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Since amended claim 1 discloses the underlying nitride layer formed immediately 
adjacent to and contacting a top of the deep trench conductor, it is unclear how the 
sacrificial oxide layer formed underneath the nitride layer as claimed in claim 2. There 
should be nothing formed between the nitride layer and the top of the deep trench 
conductor. 

2. Claims 1 , 4, 5 and 16 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The major difference in the claims not found in the prior art of record is an 
underlying nitride layer formed immediately adjacent to and contacting a top of the deep 
trench conductor of the capacitor. The capacitor is formed in a deep trench and under a 
vertical MOSFET. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Loke whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
4920. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:50 am to 5:20 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tom Thomas can be reached on (703) 308-2772. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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